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MY WAR PAPER 

APRIL 2, 1984 ELLIOTT P. PALMER 

On June 9, 1947, Simeon M. Johnson read a 
paper before The Literary Club which he stated was 
only a compilation. In explaining this he said, "This 
paper has very little original material in it. One 
cannot invent history. Stripped of its quotations 
from other sources, there would be almost nothing 
left. Hence, I have termed it "Only a Compilation. " 

For this same reason the complete title of 
my paper tonight is: 

MY WAR PAPER 
ONLY A COMPILATION 

It has become obvious that each member of 
The Literary Club has not only the right but the obliga
tion to read at least one paper on his e xperiences in 
the military. Unfortunately, however, when, shortly 
after Pearl Harbor, I applied for a commission in 
anyone of the four services, the doctor who gave me 
the preliminary physical exam seemed to think that 
it was important that an officer be able to read the 
first two or three lines of an eye chart without the 
help of glasses. As a matter of fact, he said more 
than that, "I f you are drafted you will never be 
accepted in an Officer's Candidate School. Go home 
and keep your fingers crossed." 

Apparently, my draft board agreed that I 
would offer very little to the winning of the war 
as a member of the armed services. I was not sent 
" Greetings " although I carried an IA draft card mos t 
of the time. 

With this in mind plus the fact that there 
was little that happened to me during the war years 
that was unusual or even interesting, I have chosen 
for this paper the story of another man in another 
time during another war. This is in spite ~f the 
fact that at least during that war he too d1d not 
wear a uniform. 
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Early on the morning of May 5, 1863, the 
city of Dayton, Ohio, was almost as quiet as a tomb. 
Only the sound of soldier's boots could be heard 
"echoing off the cobbles of the quiet streets" until 
suddenly the harsh noise of heavy hands and rifle 
butts beating on the door of a home helped to break 
the stillness of the night . An upstairs window was 
ope ned and the occupant of the house called out asking 
who was there. An officer answered that he and his 
men had come on the orders of Major General Ambrose E . 
Burnside of the Military District of Ohio. 

The householder fired a pistol into the air 
and called, " Asa~ Asa~ Asa~" as loud as he could. 

The call, the alarm signal of the anti-war 
Democrats, went unanswered . The rifle butts were 
swung with more authority and the door was smashed. 
The soldiers entered the home, went immediately to 
the bedroom where they found and arrested Clement Laird 
Vallandigham. He was told to dress at once, taken 
to a train for Cincinnati where he was thrown into 
a military prison. 

Clement Vallandigham was born on July 29, 
1820, in New Lisbon, Ohio, where his father was a 
minister in the Presbyterian Church . He attended 
the New Lisbon Academy, a school founded by his father, 
and in 1837 entered Jefferson College in Cannonsburg, 
Pennsylvania. College bored him and after a time he 
left to teach school in Snow Hill, Maryland. This, 
too, he found boring and after a year or so he 
returned to Jefferson only to leave again after 
an argument with the President of the college over 
constitutional law. He then went to Cincinnati, 
read the law for two years and was admitted to the 
Ohio Bar. Again he was bored and decided to try his 
hand at politics . In 1845, elected by the Democrats, 
he went to Columbus as the youngest member of the 
Ohio Legislature where after reelection in 1846 he 
was chosen Speaker of the House. Late r he became 
a part owner and editor of the Dayton Empire but 
soon gave that up due to the pressures of a law 
practice that he had started with a T. S. J. Smith. 
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Not even this successful law practice could 
satisfy the man whom Lord Charnwood called " a demagogue 
of real vigor with so much honesty as is compatible 
with self-deception " but "whose character inspired 
no respect." However , as he was a tall, handsome 
mane with an easy smile (Bruce Catton called it a 
"politician's too easy smile") and a talent for using 
words, he was persuaded to enter politics again. 
Although he had always disapproved of slavery as a 
moral and political evil, as a Democrat he advocated 
non-interference with it where it existed and demanded 
suppression of fanatic abolitionists and the return 
to States Rights . Because of these beliefs, he 
was defeated for Congress in 1852 by the Liberal 
Party and in 1854 by the Know Nothings . 

In 1856 Val1andigham was nominated again 
and was elected on a platform that accused the 
Republicans of being dangerous sectionalists headed 
for civil war. His victory was a narrow one. The 
official count indicated that his opponent had won 
by nineteen votes and it was not until May 1858, 
after the vote s were recounted, that he was seated 
by the House of Representatives . Later that year 
he was reelected but again by a scant margin. 

While a member of the 36th Congress, 
Val landigharn "pleded for freedom of speech and of 
the press, denounced setionalism and ultraism on 
either side, and declared that the West would not 
allow disunion." He voted against the tariff of 
1857 because he felt it favored Nort hern manufacturers 
and, after visiting John Brown at Harper's Ferry, 
he infuriated the Republicans by stating that Brown 
was the lIinstrument of a wide-spread conspiracy." 
He was a delegate to the Charleston convention 
and, although he disagreed with Stephen A. Douglas 
on the subject of popular sovereignty, he felt 
that Douglas was the only candidate in favor of 
maintaining the Union. 

In a speech at Cooper Union in New York 
on November 2, 1860, Vallandigharn said that he 
would never "as a Representative in the Congress of 
the United states vote one dollar of money.where~y. 
one drop of American blood should be shed In a C1Vll 
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war." Following this principal he was in favor of 
every attempt to reach a compromise including the 
crittenden Resolutions and opposed every defense 
measure proposed in the House . His purpose he said 
was to "maintain the Constitution as it is, and to 
restore the union as it was." 

After war was declared, Vallandigham agreed 
with the Democrats who called Lincoln "the blood 
thirsty despot, King Abraham I." 

In January 1863, as a lame duck Representative 
(his district had been gerrymandered to prevent his 
reelection), he told Congress: 

The war for the Union is in your 
hands a most bloody and costly 
failure. War for the Union was 
abandoned; war for the negro 
openly begun . With what success? 
Let the dead at Fredericksburg 
answer. Ought this war continue? 
I answer no, not a day, not an 
hour. What then? Shall we 
separate? Again I answer no, 
no, no. Stop fighting. Make 
an armistice. Accept at once 
friendly foreign mediation. 
The secret but real purpose of 
~he war is to abolish slavery 
ln the States and with it the 
change of our democratical 
form of government into an 
imperial despotism . 

. Shortly after Vallandigham returned to Ohio 
MaJor General Burnside, who had been assigned to ' 
command the Department of the Ohio after his failure 
~o purge,the high command of the Army of the Potomac 
lssued hlS General Order Number 38. ' 

The habit of declaring sympathy 
~or t~e enemy will not be allowed 
ln thlS Department. Persons 
committing such offences will 
be at once arrested with a view 
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of being tried for treason or 
sent beyond our lines into the 
lines of their friends . It 
must be distinctly understood 
that treason, expressed or 
implied, will not be tolerated 
in this department. 

Apparently General Burnside suspected that 
Vallandigham would look upon General Order Number 38 
as a challenge. Immediately after issueing the 
order he appointed a military commission to try 
any person who ignored it and on May 1 sent Captain 
H. R . Hill of the l15th Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
and another officer to Mount Vernon, Ohio, where 
Vallandigham was scheduled to speak. 

There was a huge crowd in Mount Vernon 
that day and many of the men wore copper hats cut 
from pennies and mounted on pins or clasps . This 
was the emblem of the anti-war Democrats or 
Copperheads, an organization named after a venomous 
snake. Vallandigham was considered to be the 
leader of this group and apparently the subject 
of a limerick that became very popular among the 
Republicans. 

There was a Stern statesman astute, 
Who so often went in to recruit, 
That a rattlesnake fat, 
Revolved in his hat, 
While a copperhead squirmed in 

his boot 

The report that the officers gave Burnside 
when they returned to Cincinnati convinced the General 
that Vallandigham had violated Order Number 38. He 
felt that statements such as: "The war is wicked, 
cruel and unnecessary -- that the sooner people 
inform Lincoln and his minions of usurped power, 
the better -- and that they, the people, would 
not submit to such restrictions on their liberties " 
proved that the speaker was a traitor. And so, 
without bothering to discuss the matter with his 
superiors in Washington, he issued an order for 
Vallandigham's arrest and the squad of soldiers 



were sent to Dayton by special train early that 
morning of May 5, 1863. 

Vallandigham's court martial began the 
next day. The Commission, under the presidency 
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of Brigadier General R. B. Potter, charged him with 
"publicly expressing, in violation of General Order 
Number 38, his sympathies with those in arms against 
the Government of the United States and declaring 
disloyal sentiments and opinions with the object 
and purpose of weakening the power of the Govern-
ment in its efforts to suppress an unlawful rebellion. 
He well knew" the charge continued "that these opinions 
and sentiments did aid, comfort and encourage those 
in arms against the Government and could but induce 
in his hearers a distrust of their own Government 
and sympathy for those in arms against it and a 
disposition to resist the laws of the land." 

said : 
In answer to these charges Vallandigham 

I am only subject by the express 
terms of the Constitution to 
arrest by due process of law -
judicial warrant regularly 
issued upon affidavit by some 
officer or Court of competent 
jurisdiction for the trial of 
citizens. 

Vallandigham then refused to plead with 
the result that General Potter directed that a plea 
of not guilty be entered on the record. 

George E. Pugh, a Democrat and a former 
U.S. Senator from Ohio, who was Vallandigham's lawyer, 
immediately applied to the Circuit Court for a writ 
of habeas corpus. This was denied by Judge Leavitt 
on the basis that the country was under martial law 
and that if Pugh's application was granted "every 
prisoner taken could obtain release and the thousands 
captured at Forts McHenry and Donelson could have 
b een liberated simply by obtaining writs. " 
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During the trial Vallandigham claimed that 
Order Number 38 was a lI usurpation of power and that 
he spit upon it and trampled it under his feet.1I 
He felt that "only by the peaceful means of the b allot 
box all that was wrong of a public nature might b e 
remedied ll and that he had IIcounseled no resistance 
except what could be had at the ballot box. 1I He 
said that he refused and always would refuse "to 
agree to a separation of the states or in other 
words to peace on the terms of disunion. II 

At the conclusion of the trial the Mi litary 
Commission found the defendant guilty of the charge 
and sentenced him "to be placed in close confinement 
in some fortress of the United States to be designated 
b y the commanding officer of this District." In 
accordance with this sentence, Burnside ordered the 
prisoner to be sent to Fort Warren in Boston Harbor. 

The Democrats loudly protested this decision 
and Governor Semour of New York wrote that 

The arrest of Vallandigham was 
an act which has brought dis
honor upon our country. It is 
full of danger to our persons 
and our homes. It bears upon 
its front a conscious violation 
of law and justice. Acting 
upon evidence of detailed 
informers, shrinking from the 
light of day, in the darkness 
of night, armed men violated 
the home of an American citizen 
and furtively bore him away 
to military trial, conducted 
without the safeguards known 
in the proceedings of our judicial 
tribunals. 

George Pugh then applied to the Supreme Court 
for a copy of Judge Leavitt's records in denying h i s 
client's application for the writ of habeas corpus. 
This, too, was denied, an action Pugh called "the 
most infamous decision that has been made by any 
court or by any judge. " 
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While Vallandigham was in prison in Cincinnati 
he wrote a letter to the Democracy of Ohio stating 
that he was in 

... a military bastile for no 
other offense than my political 
opinions and the defense of 
them and the rights of the 
people and of their constitu
tional liberties. Speeches 
heard by thousands of you in 
denunciation of the usurpations 
of power, infractions of the 
constitution und laws, and of 
military despotism were the 
sole cause of my arrest and 
imprisonment. I am a Democrat, 
for Constitution, for the 
Union, for liberty. This is 
my only crime. 

Apparently President Lincoln was influenced 
b y the complaints of the Democrats who also pointed 
out that the prisoner was the Democratic candidate 
for the nomination for Governor of Ohio. In any case, 
he modified the sentence by ordering that Vallandigham 
be handed over to the Confederates as a prisoner 
of war rather than sent to Ft. Warren. The pressure 
to do this must have been tremendous for later 
Lincoln said that he hated to order military deserters 
shot when he could not "punish the Northern seducers 
who insidiously encouraged the soldiers to decamp." 

Vallandigham was not happy about this 
change and wrote Pugh that he would "prefer going 
to Ft. Warren a thousand times to going South to 
those who are rebels against the Constitution of 
the United States." 

Although Vallandigham was treated kindly 
b y the Confederates, he remained in the South only 
a short time. In May of 1863, he ran the blockade, 
went to Bermuda and then sailed for Canada. Before 
he left, however, he warned Jefferson Davis not to 
invade the North again because "if you do all parties 
there will unite to throw you out and Lincoln's hand 
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will be so strengthened that he will be able to go 
on with the war with new vigor." 

Obviously this advice was ignored for not 
long after it was given Lee marched into Pennsylvania 
and John Hunt Morgan prepared for a dash across the 
Ohio. 

In June of that year, while Vallandighrun 
was in exile, the Ohio Democratic Party, as expected, 
nominated him for Governor. It was, as the Cincinnati 
Enquirer pointed out, "a nomination made by the 
masses of the people. They derived no inspiration 
from the politicians who generally influence such 
matters" and who were li as powerless to prevent it 
as they would be to sail up the cataract of the 
Niagara in a birch bark canoe. Every county of the 
eighty-seven in the State as its name was called 
responded 'Vallandigham' amid loud cheers, with 
less than a half dozen exceptions, and they sub
sequently changed their votes and made it unanimous 
on the record. " 

Much against his will, George Pugh was 
nominated by acclimation for Lieutenant Governor 
thus forming a ticket which the Enquirer reported 
surpassed "anything the opposition could produce." 

It is also interesting to note that the 
editor of the Mobile, Alabama, Register stated 
in an editorial: 

We want Vallandigham defeated 
in Ohio because he wants to 
remake the Union. We want 
succession. We despise the 
old Union. 

, Led bY,Pugh and Vallandigham's friends, 
a v~gorous Campalgn was carried on for the exile 
but to no avail. He was soundly defeated by Joh~ 
Brough, a war Democrat who ran on the Republican 
ticket. 

Vall~ndigharn spent most of his exile in 
Windsor, Ontar~o, where he was entertained by many 
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of the leading citizens not only of Windsor but also 
of Detroit, and at one point even received a large 
delegation of students from the University of Michigan. 
He also met and conspired with a captain Hines, 
formerly of Morgan's raiders, who had been sent to 
Canada to round up escaped Confederate prisoners 
and lito carry out any fair and appropriate enter
prises of war against the enemy." 

The two men talked at great length about 
how they would with the leaders of the Sons of 
Liberty, the militant branch of the Copperheads, 
organize a force to help the Confederates and strike 
a blow for freedom, sure that they could b ring 
about a direct uprising that would result in "glorious 
success." But the Sons of Liberty had second thoughts. 
"Hedging and temporizing, dwelling on the probability 
of failure and the possibility of being shot or hung," 
they finally gave up the idea. 

Soon after this Vallandigham Ildonned a 
false beard and smuggled himself across the river, 
went into Ohio, dropped his beard and began to make 
speeches." Undoubtedly he hoped that he would be 
arrested and thus become even more of a marytr. 
Unfortunately for his sake, Lincoln realized this 
and ignored him in spite of numerous speeches in 
which he warned that there was " a vast multitude, 
a host I can not number, bound together by the 
strongest and holiest ties, to defend, by whatever 
exigencies of the times shall demand, their natural 
and constitutional rights as free men, at all 
hazards and to the last extremity." 

At the end of August 1864, Vallandigham 
went to Chicago to take part in the Democratic 
National Convention. There he was able to force 
the party to adopt a platform "deploring the 
failure of the war and calling for immediate 
efforts to end all hostilities." While doing 
this, t he Democrats decided to play it safe and 
nominated General George B. McClellan for 
president. 

According to Bruce Catton, McClellan, the 
hero of the enlisted men of the Army of the Potomac, 
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could not accept the peace platform. He turned it 
inside out saying that "he construed it as a mandate 
to carry the war through to victory and remarking 
that to do anything less would be to betray the 
heroic soldiers whom he had led in battle . " 

Unfortunately for McClellan, due to the 
Vallandigham influence and to Northern victories, 
Sherman captured Atlanta and Grant crossed the 
Rapidan, the Democrats lost the election. 

Vallandigham's star had fallen. In 
January 1865, he made one last effort by begging 
Horace Greeley to bring about peace but after the 
failure of the conference at Hampton Roads that 
February he gave up his peace efforts . 

Vallandigham regreted the assassination 
of Lincoln "fearing that in retaliation the 
radicals would bring greater evils on the country. " 
In 1866 he went to Philadelphia to attend the 
National Union Convention but was "forced to 
withdraw to make harmony possible in the party 
ranks. " In 1867 the Democratic leaders refused 
to choose him for senator and in 1868 he supported 
George H. Pendleton's nomination for president 
although he favored Salmon P. Chase . When Pendleton 
withdrew he turned his support to Horatio Seymour. 

In 1871 Vallandigham came to the conclusion 
that the ~esults of the Civil War had to be accepted 
by ~h~ Ohl0 Democr~cy and urged "dissatisfied Republicans 
to ]Oln Democrats ln turning to living issues of a 
n~w day." Later that year the life-long Democrat 
dled unaware of the fact that the movement he helped 
to start took shape' th . 
of 1872. ~n e Llberal Republican Party 
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